
Quick Reads are short books and great stories by bestselling 
authors, written in an accessible and easy to read style.

Now entering its 20th year, Quick Reads is a flagship initiative to 
help new readers access the power of reading and lapsed readers 

get back into the habit.  

The Girl in the Picture
by Rachel Hore |  Simon & Schuster

9781398555891  |  £1.00  |  Paperback

When journalist Amy Collins returns to Norfolk, 
a magazine assignment leads her to Farthington 
House. As she steps through the gates into the 
garden, she remembers visits she made as a child 
to the grand old house, but nothing prepares her for 
what she finds inside: a portrait of a young woman 

who looks very similar to Amy herself. 

Cell One
by Leye Adenle  |  Simon & Schuster

9781398556027  |  £1.00  |  Paperback

A high-profile kidnapping. A countdown to a live 
execution. The race is on to find the victim before 
the clock hits zero…Rookie cop Bobby Fatokun’s first 
day on the job in Lagos is off to a bad start. Not only 
has his life in London not prepared him for the hustle 
of the Nigerian city, but his new boss seems to be 

missing.
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Sweet Charity
by Rosie Goodwin  |  Bonnier Books

9781806170555  |  £1.00  |  Paperback

Hunger Pains 
by Derek Owusu  |  Penguin Random House

9781804963081  |  £1.00  |  Paperback

Charity has always lived a charmed life beneath 
the open skies. Growing up as part of the gypsy 
community, she has reveled in the freedom of 
swimming in the rivers, caring for the horses and 

embracing the ever-changing road.

Ray is a fitness enthusiast looking for the perfect 
shape, but as his discipline develops, his obsession 
with his weight begins to take its toll, as he’s cheered 
on by those who may not want the best for him, while 
his partner Temi, an aspiring novelist, watches with 

both concern and curiosity.

The Woman Next Door
by Louise Jensen  |  HarperCollins

9780008797904  |  £1.00  |  Paperback

The Last Bench
by Carmel Harrington  |  Headline

9781035075706  |  £1.00  |  Paperback

Two neighbours. Two secrets. One chance at survival. 
Running from her past, Meena hopes to find peace in 
her new home. But her neighbour, Ada, is a mystery.  
Meena can’t shake the feeling that something about 

Ada is off. 

Journalist Vega Pearse arrives at the home of Anne 
and John Davis to interview them for a piece she is 
writing on the local drug crisis. The devoted couple 
show Vega around their beautiful blossom tree maze, 
which sits at the top of their garden. They tell Vega 
their family’s life story and share their devastation at 

losing a child.
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